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Introduction 

 
Mosaic creates an ecosystem of learning and growth that is designed to meet 
the individual needs of each learner. It is a network of resources, opportuni-
ties, and experiences that are tailored to fit the unique learning style and inter-
ests of each person. The goal of Mosaic is to foster an environment of explo-
ration and discovery that encourages learners to reach their full poten-
tial. Mosaic creates an ecosystem of learning and growth that is designed to 
meet the individual needs of each learner. It is a network of resources, oppor-
tunities, and experiences that are tailored to fit the unique learning style and 
interests of each person. The goal of Mosaic is to foster an environment of 
exploration and discovery that encourages learners to reach their full poten-
tial.  
 This chapter describes a national research endeavor to assess what US 
families want in their children’s learning environment. Mosaic, an organiza-
tion comprised of a network of motivated learners, families & communities 

wanted to know what families desired from their child’s education experienc-
es, whether they would be interested in self-direct education (SDE) and what 
they would need to know in order to consider SDE. Mosaic commissioned 
Hemispheres Insights, an applied research firm based in Seattle, and the re-
sults were analyzed by a prestigious interdisciplinary research team, William 
Vesneski, PhD, School of Social Work University of Washington and Alan 
Breen, MSc in Psychology, The University of Derby.. The following is a 
summation of this research undertaking that was published in the Internation-
al Journal of Progressive Education (October, 2022). The chapter addendum 
provides the Survey Methodology 

 

State of Education in the US 

 

The world around us is changing. Mainstream education, however, has failed 
to keep pace with the realities and demands of twenty-first century life. In 
addition to this, the COVID-19 pandemic and its aftermath have had a lasting 
impact on education and on families with children in the traditional school 
system. Not only were parents suddenly given an unprecedented front row 
seat to their child’s education—to what and how they learn– but the pandemic 
also made painfully clear the pervasive inequity in our traditional education 
system. 
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Though in-person school is back in session throughout the country, enroll-
ment in public schools is plunging. America’s public schools have lost more 
than one million students since 2020 and some cities are considering laying off 
teachers or shutting down schools entirely. 
 

       

 

There is vast research about education practices in general, there is a signifi-
cant gap in knowledge when it comes to an assessment of what US families 
want in their children’s learning environment in a post-quarantine world. Mo-
saic: We Are Born to Learn sought to fill this knowledge gap. It commissioned 
Hemispheres Insights, a research company based in Seattle, to field a survey 
of families and then worked with a Seattle-based academic to interpret the 
survey’s findings. 
 Hemispheres conducted a national survey in the Summer of 2021 – 
during the COVID-19 pandemic and following vaccine rollouts – to rigorous-
ly and comprehensively ask families about their goals for their children’s edu-
cation. A key purpose of this research was to explore families’ attitudes and 
beliefs around their children’s current educational experience and to investi-
gate whether families were looking for alternative learning experiences for 
their children. 
 To our knowledge, this is the first large national survey to thoughtfully 
examine parents’ and caregivers’ views toward self-directed education (SDE). 
SDE is an alternative approach to education where young people direct their 
own learning, at their own pace, without the rigid structures of our traditional 
education system. Instead of following a specific curriculum, young people are 
given supportive settings that foster their natural curiosity and interests. 

 Findings 

 

This nationally representative survey of US families with children makes sev-
eral things clear: 
 

1. Families want a holistic educational experience for their children 
that goes beyond rote learning, and instead allows them to acquire 
a broad range of life skills. 

2. Many families are interested in educational alternatives where 
children lead decisions about what, when, and how they learn– a 
learning pathway where they follow their unique interests. 

3. Parent’s lowest priorities for their children’s education are: 
Meeting or exceeding grade level academic standards (17%) 
Performing well on standardized tests (12%) 

and life skills and enabling them to follow their pas-
sions. 
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 Goals  
 

Our survey asked respondents about their key goals for their children’s educa-
tion. Specifically, the survey asked, “Which education goals are most im-
portant for your children to meet?” 

 

Parents’ top responses are: 
 

Having the social skills to successfully participate in society (30% of all 
respondents) 

Being able to financially support themselves (29%) 
Finding a job doing something they loved (27%) 
Attending further education (25%) 
Graduating high school (24%) 
Getting a good job (24%) 

 

 Importantly, parents placed as much importance on daily life skills as 
they did on getting a good job. This suggests that, although parents are still 
invested in traditional goals such as professional success and educational at-
tainment, they are similarly interested in social and daily life skills. 
 Our analysis also disaggregated the data by race. One of the strongest 
findings to emerge from this specific analysis was that most families are uni-
fied in what they do not see as a priority goal: achievement on standardized 
tests. Most families also place a low priority on grade level achievement. This 
is a relatively clear finding. 
 On the other hand, families vary in their top goals for their children’s 
education. Specifically: 
 

• African American families’ top goal is for their children is to 
“graduate from high school” 

• White and East Asian families’ top goal is for their children to 
“have social skills to participate in society” 

• Latinx families’ top goal is for their children to “attend college/
technical school” 

• Multiracial families’ top goal is for their children to be “employed 
in doing something they love” 
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Another striking finding is that most families are interested in self-directed 
education. Overall, 74% of the sample indicated they were interested in SDE, 
while 19% indicated they were unsure about it and only 7% of the sample 
selected the option of being uninterested in SDE. As table 2 indicates, initial 
interest in SDE is strong, with a large majority of respondents signaling inter-
est. 

After being given more detailed information about how SDE works, family 
interest remains solid with most respondents indicating they are likely to con-
sider pursuing it. However, there is some variation among families by race, as 
shown by Table 3. Importantly, while they may be interested in SDE, African 
American families are also the least likely to consider pursuing it according to 
our research. 
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The survey also asked parents about concerns they had about SDE. The data 
indicate why some families may be hesitant to pursue it - despite clearly be-
ing interested in it.. In particular, our research shows that parents need more 
information about SDE before more firmly pursuing this educational ap-
proach. 
 Indeed, over half the sample identified the need for more information 
as a concern. Table 4 presents these results. 
 

Other important concerns included: 
• The need for checks and balances to ensure good outcomes (31% 

• Misgivings about whether SDE would prepare their children for 

the future (27%) 

• Worries that children would miss out on important childhood ex-

periences (26%) 

Benefits of Self-Directed Education 

 

Parents perceived a range of benefits of SDE. The top cited benefits of SDE 
were: 

• Children could learn academics while pursuing their interests 
(36%) 

• SDE offers an opportunity to learn social, emotional, and life skills 
(36%) 
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• Children learning in an SDE environment could engage and take 
the lead in their own education (34%) 

 

 

Conclusion 

 

This landmark research has uncovered many key details about what parents 
want from their children’s education. Firstly, it sheds light on the kind of 
learning experience families are looking for. Families have 

education opportunities, and ultimately, find financial security doing 
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something they love. Families want 
succeeding 

in a changing world. Additionally, grades and standardized tests–a tremen-
dous focus of our 

 

 Secondly, our research shows that the vast majority of families are 
interested in educational alternatives for their children. They see self-directed 
education as a viable alternative that will allow their children to focus on their 
unique interests, acquire the social, emotional and life skills they value, and 
take the lead in their own learning all while receiving support for their indi-
vidual needs. 
 While families need more information about this educational approach 
before committing to it, they clearly are interested in ways to broaden and 
enrich their children’s education. Our research also demonstrates that parents 
need assurances about educational outcomes associated with SDE and want to 
be confident that it can prepare their children for the future. 
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Mosaic: We Are Born to Learn (www.weareborntolearn.org): An ecosystem 
of learning and growth designed to meet the individual needs of each learner. 
It is a network of resources, opportunities, and experiences that are tailored to 
fit the unique learning style and interests of each person. The goal of Mosaic 
is to foster an environment of exploration and discovery that encourages 
learning to reach their full potential.  
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Addendum 
Methodology 

 
Overview 
The market research company aimed for a sample size of 1000, which gave a 
margin of error of 3%. Respondents were recruited from a global, online mar-
ket research company called Dynata. Dynata is the world's largest first-party 
data customer insights platform, with access to data from more than 67 mil-
lion consumers and business professionals. Consumers sign up to Dynata and 
voluntarily complete surveys for a small reward. Participants provide a range 
of demographic information as well as some information about their interests 
and lifestyle. 
 Dynata was asked to create a research sample of 1000 people that was 
nationally representative of US families with children by age and gender. 
Dynata invited consumers who met the criteria provided to complete the sur-
vey. The market research company also sought to over-sample certain groups. 
Details of this over-sampling can be found below. 
 

Elimination of Potential Respondents 

 

A total of 4154 participants visited the survey link, 820 of whom only partially 
completed the survey and were eliminated. Potential respondents were also 
eliminated from the sample, as follows: 

• 396 participants were eliminated for submitting low quality data. 
This may mean, for example, that they completed the survey too 
quickly, didn’t correctly follow instructions or didn’t answer the 
question asked in a meaningful way. 

• Participants were also eliminated for not meeting the inclusion 
criteria. This included 132 respondents who were under the age of 
eighteen. 1406 respondents who had no children at home, 168 who 
had children outside of the age range 4-18 years old, 31 who had 
little to no input into their child(ren)’s education. 

• 113 respondents were eliminated because the researchers had al-
ready reached their quota. 

• A total of 75 respondents were eliminated because they demon-
strated insufficient interest in a richer educational experience for 
their children. To be considered insufficiently interested in a richer 
educational experience for their children, respondents had to select 
specific responses to two questions: 

1) When asked “Excluding money, transportation, and scheduling 
concerns, how interested are you in having your child in an educa-
tion alternative where your child leads the decisions to determine 
what, 

respond with either 
“probably not interested” or “definitely not interested” 

 

children?” they had to choose: “I 
would not consider an education alternative for my children” 
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This left a sample of 1013 respondents. 
 

Once data was collected, and data quality reviewed, 4 participants were re-
moved for submitting low quality responses. This left a final sample of 1009 
respondents. Respondents were based all over the US and were from a range 
of socio-economic and racial backgrounds. 

 Details 
The survey aimed to over-sample families who were previously under-
represented in non-traditional education settings. To do this, the researchers 
created the category “under-resourced.” To be designated as “under-
resourced,'' respondents had to meet two of the following three criteria: (1) 
have a household income under $50,000; (2) have a high school diploma or 
less education; and, (3) have at least one household member who is not white. 
Altogether, 200 “under-resourced” respondents were included in the survey 
sample. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


